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Now  that  the  war  is  over ..  .nearly  every  community  in  this  country  is  planning 
some  new  enterprise. 

In  your  neighborhood  it  may  be  a  hospital... a  library... a  school... an  agri- 
cultural center... a  park... a  new  road. . .an  airport. 

Some  communities  have  plans  for  over-all  community-wide  development. 

In  the  cities... engineering  staffs  are  drawing  up  plans  and  specifications 
for  these  public  work  projects. 

But  in  the  smaller  towns  and  in  rural  communities ....  the  responsibility  for 
these  plans--and  the  privilege  of  making  them-fall  on  the  local  civic  leaders. 
In  most  cases. . .women's  clubs  are  taking  an  active  part. 

Since  local  people  know  their  own  needs. .. .better  than  anyone  else.. .they 
should  bear  the  major  responsibility  for  planning  and  carrying  out  the  improvements 
in  their  home  communities. 

A  question  that  often  comes  »r>  -ia  "tt™, 

uiuen  comes  up  is,    How  can  we  know  we're  making  the  right 

plans... that  the  community  will  get  it-s  money's  worth  on  the  investment?" 

All  of  us  know  if  such  improvements  are  hastily  planned... if  the  project  is 
poorly  located... if  the  buildings  are  badly  constructed. . .we  and  our  neighbors 
will  lose.    So  we  want  to  plan  our  new  community  enterprise  wisely. 

Let's  suppose  our  community  has  several  needs.    Most  communities  do.  When 
we  begin  planning. .  .we  find  we  have  Just  a  lifted  amount  of  ,oney.    Which  enter- 

prise  shall  we  take  un  firnt?    <vv>o  uaon.u 

up  tirst?    The  health  center  or  the  library?    The  airport  or 

a  new  road?    An  agricultural  center  or  a  park? 
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How  can  we  select  the  most  urgent  improvement? 

Well. . .here's  a  test  that  will  help  us  decide.    It  was  drawn  up  by  community 
specialists  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.    And  the  test  consists  of  five 
questions . 

One-  Is  there  a  real  need  for  the  improvement? 

Two-  Is  the  project  feasible  from  the  standpoint  of  engineering  and  con- 
struction? 

Three-  Is  It  in  harmony  with  other  programs  and  plans  for  future  development  of 
the  community? 

Four-  Do  the  benefits  clearly  exceed  the  costs? 

Five-  Will  it  be  properly  managed,  maintained  and  repaired? 

Those  are  the  questions  the  local  committee  will  want  to  find  the  answers  to 
. . .when  they  select  the  most  urgent  improvement  for  their  community  enterprise. 

There  will  be  many  problems  to  decide.     If  you  are  working  in  such  a  group... 
if  your  club  or  congregation  is  planning  a  community  enterprise. . .you' 11  be  inter- 
ested in  a  leaflet  prepared  by  the  community  specialists  of  the  U.  S.  Department 
of  Agriculture.    It  covers  many  of  the  points  you  need  to  know  and  suggests  ways 
you  can  approach  the  problem.    It  also  lists  some  sources  of  public  aid  outside 
the  community. 

The  title  of  the  leaflet  is  "Public  Improvements  for  Your  Community".  You 
may  get  a  copy  free  by  writing  Agriculture  Radio,  Washington  25,  D.  C.    Just  ask 
for  the  leaflet,  "Public  Improvements  for  Your  Community." 
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